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WOMEN'S BUILDING
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January 8, 2015

Angelo Gomez
Executive Director

nsu Office of Equity and Inclusion
Oregon State University
Lo EE S 330 Snell Hall

Corvallis, OR 97331-2128

Re: ADA Accessibility Survey and Assessment — Women’s Building

Dear Angelo,

We are pleased to submit this report for the Women’s Building. This report is part of our project to
provide a Campus Accessibility Survey and Assessment for Oregon State University. It is our
hope that this report will assist OSU in improving access to people with disabilities to campus
facilities.

SZS has been pleased to be a part of this effort to evaluate campus buildings using federal and
state statutes and regulations, as well as universal design principles in order to create
performance standards that will guide design, construction and maintenance on campus.

We look forw ard to discussing our findings w ith your team.

Regards,

Wz.m

Syroun Z. Sanossian, Principal
SZS Consulting Group LLC
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impaired. The copy room next to the toilet room was also identified with a non-accessible entry
door, service counter and a lack of maneuvering space that would allow a w heelchair to enter the
room, use the equipment and mailboxes and still be able to turn and exit the room. The women’s
restroom on the first floor was also historic in nature and lacked accessible fixtures. A recently
installed pedestal based lavatory is not accessible due to the pedestal base that blocks w heelchair
access and both toilet stalls are standard sized stalls not usable by people using w heelchairs or
mobility assist devices. Shelves at the entry area protruding into the circulation route could create
a protruding hazard.

An accessible low drinking fountain was located in the central corridor but the fountain created a
protruding hazard as it was not located within an alcove. Faculty office spaces and conference
rooms used for student meetings lacked accessible entry door hardw are, operating force where
closers were installed, accessible signage, view panels usable by short people and the spaces
lacked maneuvering clearance within the space to allow wheelchair users to participate in
meetings. The clear floor space needed to enable use of whiteboards and chalkboards was
blocked by furniture or stored items in some locations and the spaces generally lacked accessible
light switches and outlets, accessible desks, computer workstations, coat racks and strobe
devices. Where sinks were provided, access for wheelchair users and short people was not
available. Light switches, and fire pulls throughout the building are located above accessible reach
ranges and electrical panels or other elements protruded into the circulation path in corridors
throughout the building. Fire pull devices were also identified at non-accessible mounting height
and with operating controls that were not fist-operable. Benches in corridors, classrooms and
dance studios w ere not identified w ith accessible seat height or depth.

SECOND FLOOR

The second floor was found to have the same barriers in the exit stairways, elevator and
classroom 205 as identified above in similar spaces. Classroom 205 and the Skylight Activity
Room w ere identified with non-accessible balcony doors leading to a functional balcony space. No
restrooms were identified on the second floor. The Dean's Conference Room 210 was identified
with non-accessible entry doors, light switches and outlets, a non-accessible podium and
conference tables (11 tables combined in center of room). There was also no portable assistive
listening system identified in the room and no strobe device was identified. The Dean’s Activity
Room w as also identified with similar barriers but a kitchenette in this space was also found have
non-accessible counters, a sink and lacked maneuvering clearance necessary to allow a
w heelchair to enter, turn around and exit the room.

A single drinking fountain unit was identified in the second floor lobby that could serve people with
bending and stooping injuries, but those of short stature and w heelchair users w ould not be able to
make use of a high fountain bubbler. This drinking fountain was also not located in an alcove or
provided with wing walls, which created a particularly serious protruding hazard directly around a
corner from the central stairw ay (see photo at left). Also, no ISA sign was provided to direct people
to the low (w heelchair accessible) fountain provided on floor 1.

The central corridor was also identified with barriers similar to those noted above for common use
areas although a fixed bench was provided on the second floor central corridor, which was
identified with non-accessible seat height or depth. Other barriers were identified in the corridor
included non-accessible electrical switches and outlets, fire extinguisher cabinets, fire pulls, a lack
of strobes where horns connected to the fire alarm system w ere provided. The follow ing barrier
data records provide more detailed information on the barriers described above.
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